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314 Benefity Sireet, Providence, Providence Dounty,.
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Plat 12, lot 305,

Pregent Owner: Lloyd Invesiment Compeny
Pregegt Qecupant . zriove tenanics
Present Use: Lyartment house

Brief Statement This house was bullt for Genersl Ambrosz Burnside,
of Significance: Civil ¥azr hero, wealthy industrielist, Governor

of Rhode Iglend, znd Scneitor from fhode Island.
1. is an esorly work in Providence by Zlfred
Stone, the most prominent srehitect in Providence
toward the end of the 19th century.

PARL 1. EISTORICAL INFORMALION
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Original and Svbsequent Owners:

1847 Gideon Davenport and Susen H. for 34,055 to
Bichsrd J. Arnold, being same as deed to Graniors
from ienzies Sweet in 1828 (Deed Book 56, page 20) and
also conveyed by seid A. Davenport to William B. 3radford
and by said Bradiord by desd to ssid Susan H. Davenpori. -
Deed Book 107, pzgezl9 in Providence City Hell.

1847 Tristem Burgess to Rich J. &rnold for 31,000, being
part of Hstate Grantors purchesed of Peleg Hull (Deed
Book 60, page 263) in 1831. - Dsed Bock 107, page 225
in Providence City Hall.

1865 Richard J. Zrnoid (Rev. Stamp $8.00) sells to
Faenny Bishop, wd, Nethaniel btwo certain lots of land
with a1l bIdgs. and improvements. QOne on the N corner
of Benefit and Planet Streets and the Qbther on the N
side of Planet Sireet adjolining the shove. Being the
same purchased by Gramtor in 1847 from Gideon and Susan
H. Devenport end Tristem and Mery Burgess p. 2197& 225
Boox 107. The grantor megns to cohvey sll the land owned
by him on the N corner of Benefit and Planeil Streeis and
adjoining the HEst. of the late Nathaniel Bishop on the
N and ¥, %o the Est. of the late Thomas Howard, also
on the ¥ side, and the Est. of the laie Tristeam Bucgess
on the ¥ side. - Deed 3ook 172, page 362 in Providence
City Hall.
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1866 Franicz Bishon. wd, Heihaniel for $4,000 sells 1o
iory R, Burnsice wi of fmbroge & cervein lod of land
ituated on the Nly corner of Bensfii and Plaopet Streeis
nd also 2 sﬁwip of lend being sane sg grantor nurchasc&

v deed from hichard J. frnold,----{Dsed Book 172, peg
6z} - Deed Book 175, page 401 in Lro'idence Civy Hall.
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Property vexed to the following people

Yiexer G, Burnocide wi fnibroass 188, Gerdner . Luther

v R, Burmside Est. Fredericlk E. Perkins

Providence Chlldrens' Fricead Soc. 1220 Prov, Merril Sys. Bldg.
Home for ged Homen Co. Inc.
. I, Hospital 1934  Russell R. Fray
Prov. fssn for Bzn of Colored 1340 BEve I. Briggs

Children 1942 Paul £. Rioles and Nicholss
Mery R. Burnside Ist, Vendatti
#. I. H. Prust Co., itrusiees 19255 Lloyd Iavestment Co.

Fanny V. Bishop
wllen B. Cameron
Nzney K. Bishop

B.

C.

Date of ercction: 1866

Architect: Elfred Stone (1834-1908), born fast Machias,
Meine; gradusted from 3alem, ilassachusetis, high school in
1850, architectural tralning in Boston firms, worked for
Arthur Gilman in Boston; opened privete practice in Boston
in 1854, moved to Providence in 1864, later associgited with
Charles E. Carpenter and Ednund R. willson, Fellow of the
fmerican Ingtluuu of irchitects.

Sources of Information: For Burnside, see: Knight Hdéwards,
"Burnside, & Rhode Island Hsro," fhede Island History, January
1957. _ ' _
For Stone, mee: obituery in the Previdence Journsl, September -
9, 1908; John Hubtchins Cady, The Civic and frchitectural

Development of Providence 1636-1950 (Providence, Rhode Island:

The Book Shop, 1957), pagsi

Prepared by Antoinette F. Downing and Elvire Gowday
for the Providence Preservation Society
Moy 1963
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RCHITECTURAT, INFORMATION

4. Genersl Statement

1.

2.

Architectural character: This is a moderately large
brick house, with an unusuel irregulsr shape and a
mensard roof.

Condition of fabric: Good

B. Technical Description of Exterior

1.

Over-all dimensions: The house has an irregular but
closed shape, approximately 50' x 60', with a large
sémicircular bay set inio the southeast corner, and a
small wing on the west side. The house is at the north-
west corner of Benefit and Planet Streets, with the main
entrance on the south side, but opening from & porch

that leads to the east side of Benefit Street. Two-
and~-a-half stories high on the east, on a steeply sloping
lot making the house three-and-a-half stories high plus
an elevated basement on the west.

Foundations: Regular ashlaxr

Wall construction: Red-orange brick laid in running
bond with narrow mortar joints. Water tables and

belt courses of a light, tan stone. Labels of top floor
windows continue as belit course between windows, of the
same stonse.

Porches, bulkheads, etc.: Two-siory entrance porch
carried around the circulmr bay on the southeast corner.
The lower level of the porch opens on Planet Street on
the south side of the house, upper level on Benefit Street
on the east side. The upper floor of the porch is sup-
ported on deep wooden brackets, heavily carved, and on
cast iron columns, and has a latiiced iron railing.

& steeply pitched roof over the upper level of the porch
hes & patterned slate covering, cast iron pendant trim

on the caves, and is gupported on deep wooden brackets.

Chimneys; Four brick chimneys with corbeled caps are
vigible. '

Openings:.

a. Doorways and doors: Main doorway on upper level
- of porch with double doors with lighted top halves
with heavy metal grilles, semiciraular fanlight,
opening trimmed with carved stone., Similar door
directly below in plain rectangular opening.
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b. Windows: Tall double-hung windows, single or double~
light sash. Windows fecing the gireets have stone sills
on small consoles, and either elaborately carved stome
heads with consoles or stone labels. Copper-covered
bay window on the upper floor on the eest side may be
a later addition.

Roof':

a. Shape, covering: Mansard i‘oof, tile covering, caat-
iron railing at the peak.

b. Cornica: Very heevy modillion cornice with denticulated |
hed mold.

¢. Dormers: Typicel heavy dormers set into mansard roof.

Technical Descripiion of Interiors

1.

2.

Floor plans: Rooms open off cenirally pleced entrance
hall with steirway. Interior now divided into several
aparimenta with many pertitions added.

Steirways: U-shaped, open well, closed string siair,
runs from floor below main entrance level to attic, heavy
mehogany hand reail with turned belustiers and sgquare carved
newels, turned knobs missing from the newels, plaster
walls in stairway, colored glass skylight at the top.

Flooring: Herdwood floora, laid in patterns in some areaa.
Tiled floor In enirance hall.

Wall and ceiling finish: Plaster.

Doorways end doors: Paneled mshogany doors in the 'prin-
cipal rooms; molded architraves.

Herdware: Sonme elaborate brass hardware remaings.
Lighting: Electric.

Heatiing: Central. Some simple marble manicla with
iron grates, and aome elaborate wood mantels remain.

Site: On sidewalk line at the northweat cormer of Benefit
end Planet Sireets; lolt slopes very steeply down toward the .-
west; attached garage on the aouthwest; small garden om the

northwest.

Prepered by Osmund R. Overby
Yale University
May 1963




